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the mighty work and their idea that it constituted
a kind of educational scheme is evident enough in
many other directions.   Hence we cannot be
surprised at the energy with which it seems to have
been taken up here, nor at the appeal that has been
made to the pride of the people and to their love
for their beautiful country, in giving them as it were
a local claim upon it all.

The systematic way in which this was attempted
becomes particularly incontestable when we come
upon such traces as the shrine and image of Sringi
at Agastyamuni. At Srinagar again there is a temple
of the Five Pandavas. And every here and there
we come upon some muni or other as for instance
Kapila Muni. One can imagine the miracle plays of
the Mahabharata that must have taken place from
time to time in these temple courts, half theatre half
college, like the rude dramas still seen in the villages
of Maharashtra 1 And what about the Ramayana ?
Was it an earlier, or a rival scheme to that of the
Mahabharata? Close to Hrishikesh in Lakshman"
Jhula begins its terminology, which comes to a head
at Devaprayag, in the temple of Ramachandra. Here
we realise what a large and compelling synthesis was
offered by early Vaishnavism, for just as we cannot
fail to understand that Ganesha has been gathered
into the Saivite scheme from older pre-historic
sources, so here we find Hanumana behind and
Garura in front of the temple as guardians, and
know suddenly that vast antiquity which these two